APPENDIX H
INTERVIEW TO C. RAJAGOPALACHAW*
Mr. Devdas Gandhi and myself went to Poona on Friday last to see
Mahatmaji who, we learnt, was in Yeravda Jail. We were informed by
Mr. Thakkar of the Servants of India Society that the Jail Superintendent
had orders to allow only one interview in three months. Mahatmaji's son
Devdas accompanied by Mr. Thakkar and myself went to the Jail and re-
quested the Superintendent to allow us to see Mahatmaji. We were told that
only one of us two, Mr. Thakkar or myself, could accompany Devdas.
The prisoner then was brought down by a warder to the Superintendent's
room and we were called in. The Superintendent was in his chair and
Mahatmaji standing in front of his table. He had to continue standing through-
out the interview.
In answer to questions about his food, Mahatmaji said he was given goat's
milk and bread, milk being given all at a time. He had cut down his three
meals to two. Asked what he did for fruits, he said he was given 2 oranges
a day. Raisins which he had mentioned as a part of his usual diet had not
yet been ordered to be given. The Superintendent, however, promised to
allow this. Mahatmaji's milk is heated for him on a stove in the yard which
some Arab prisoners are using.
Mahatmaji is not allowed to see Mr. Shankerlal who is in the same pri-
son or any other persons or prisoners. Mahatmaji is kept in one of the cells
intended for solitary confinement and locked in during nights. The ceU
has two ventilators, one near the roof and another at the floor. It has a veran-
dah besides which, in day-time, an area marked out for him in the yard is
allowed fox: walking. The nightpot has to be in the same little cell during
nights. At our interview the Superintendent promised to replace the crude
pot by a commode.
No articles are allowed from outside. Mahatmaji is not allowed even his
own bed. He is given as usual 2 jail blankets. I was curious to ask if lie had
any pillow. He said he had none. When I expressed surprise, the Superin-
tendent interposed that a pillow was a luxury. For utensils the Mahatmaji has'
the usual jail mug and dish. He is, however, allowed his own spoon, having
strongly remonstrated on this subject. The Superintendent said during our
interview that, if Mahatmaji applied, he woul(} forward Ms petition to the
Government. He has not been deprived of his writing paper and pen which he
is just now using only to learn Urdu lay himself. Mialiatmaji Ivas in Ixis usual
1 This took place on Saturday, April 1,